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SERMON DATE • June 19, 2022 Missed the sermon? Watch here.

JIM VAN STEENHOUSE

This guide is designed to offer a simple tool for those wanting to take the next step with
Sunday’s message. You can print this guide to study on your own, or use it in a group and
experience transformation together.

MESSAGE THEME & PRAYER FOCUS

“Bears of Life”

“Father God, your faithfulness and goodness far surpass what I deserve. You are gracious and
kind, merciful and inspiring. Your creativity is seen through your creation and it's flooded through
your people. Thank you for the opportunity to learn from my brothers and sisters, to hear their
testimonies, and to be encouraged by what you are doing in their lives. Draw me closer, continue
to inspire me through testimony while building even more of it in my own life. Amen.”

KEY TRUTHS & APPLICATIONS

“Stay focused, work hard, do the right thing.” We have all heard that before, but what if it’s not
the most important thing? If everything in our life “went south” right now and we were in danger
of losing our lives, would we ask, “Am I ready? Am I going to heaven?” That isn’t a question we
should leave to only consider at the end of life. We should be constantly reminding ourselves
that we were made for so much more than the things that we do, the stuff that we get, or what
identity we adopt from our past mistakes and successes. We can spend so much time, effort,
and resources gaining security, but in reality none of those things go with us after we die.

Right now, we have the opportunity to thrive, grow, and to have security by plugging into the
Father as the source for everything that we need. We don’t need to wait until we go through
something traumatic or life changing to shift our outlook on life and where we look for help. We
can take the time now to search our heart with the Lord, to find any way in it that agrees with His
ways. We can live the life He designed for us to live.

https://reslife.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a60966d698ef1dd628bf2f195&id=7353715b74&e=17c4e5d0b4


“Sometimes you have to forget what is gone, appreciate what remains, and look forward to
what's coming next.” In 2015, Jim Van Steenhouse was on a hunting trip in Canada when he was
brutally attacked by a grizzly bear. During his rescue in the back of a helicopter, when he thought
it was the end for him, the Holy Spirit got a hold of Jim and reminded him that nothing in his
past could ever disqualify him from God’s love. We can look at his inspiring story and ask, ‘What
bears do I have in my life?’, (the ‘bear’ being something that gets in the way of our purpose and
calling.) What are the things in our lives that are holding us back from the lives we were meant
to live?

Don't wait to give up the things that shouldn’t be.

What are the ‘bears’ or situations in life that have forged us? What difficult circumstances have
you faced, or are currently facing, where you’ve recognized that the only thing you can do is trust
in the Lord? Allow Him to forge you in the midst of the fire, encourage you, and get you through it
to witness His amazing grace and power and bring Him glory.

Key Verses:

● Ephesians 6:16
● Revelations 21:27

DECLARATIONS

“I remind myself daily of God’s goodness. I use my testimonies, however big or small it may feel,
to draw people to God and to connect with those around me, inspiring more testimony in their
lives. My walk with God is not over. He is worth pursuing regardless of my circumstances, and
more valuable than what the world has to offer. Now is my time to walk with Him, allowing Him
to conform me into the likeness of His Son, and lead me into the destiny He has designed for
me. I trust God with my life, and I will live to see Him glorified.”

WHAT’S NEXT?

Now it’s time to write down anything that the Lord has spoken to you. Praise Him, Thank Him
and ask the Holy Spirit to help you walk this out.

If hearing God or anything mentioned in this study is new to you then we invite you to take the Next Step.
Further information can be found at reslife.org/nextsteps

http://www.reslife.org/growthtrack
http://reslife.org/nextsteps/

