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SERMON   DATE   •   JANUARY   9,   2022 Missed   the   sermon?   Watch     here.   

DUANE   VANDER   KLOK   

  

This   guide   is   designed   to   offer   a   simple   tool   for   those   wanting   to   take   the   next   step   with   Sunday’s   
message.   You   can   print   this   guide   to   study   on   your   own,   or   use   it   in   a   group   and   experience   
transformation   together.   

  
  

   MESSAGE   THEME   &   PRAYER   FOCUS     
  

Prayer   Part   1   -   A   Relationship   With   God   

“Father   God,   you   are   holy,   worthy,   and   praise   be   to   your   name.   I   pray   for   your   kingdom,   your   will,   and   your   
way   to   be   done.   Thank   you   for   letting   me   partner   with   you   in   building   your   kingdom   on   this   Earth.   God,   
supply   me   with   what   I   need   for   today,   and   forgive   me   when   I   get   swept   up,   distracted,   and   tempted   by   
things   of   this   world.   I   thank   you   and   I   love   you.   Amen.”   

  
   KEY   CONCEPTS/TRUTHS     
  

In   Genesis   we   get   a   beautiful   picture   of   how   normal   it   can   be   to   walk   with   Christ.   Sometimes   we   can   think   
that   walking   with   Christ   means   being   weird   or   eccentric,   but   Genesis   says   that   Enoch   walked   with   God   
while   going   about   his   normal   human   life   every   day.   
  

As   believers,   we   are   the   bride   of   Christ   and   it’s   our   gift   to   walk   with   God.   Just   as   we   have   an   ongoing   
relationship   with   a   family   member   or   spouse,   we   are   to   engage   in   our   relationship   with   Christ.   We   need   to   
stay   in   communication   with   Him   and   constantly   pursue   Him   as   He   does   with   us.   
  

Prayer,   in   its   simplest   form,   is   communication   with   God.   It’s   key   to   staying   connected   to,   and   knowing,   our   
Father.   Prayer   is   so   much   more   than   a   one-sided   conversation   asking   requests   of   God.   
  

Along   with   connection   to   our   Father,   another   goal   in   our   prayers   is   to   pray   with   intentionality.   The   result   of   
our   prayer   should   be   the   building   of   the   kingdom.   Choosing   to   go   after   the   things   of   God   in   prayer   is   so   
important,   but   it’s   just   as   important   to   wait   for   God   to   respond.   
  

We   are   given   a   great   Kingdom-focused   model   of   prayer   from   Jesus   in   Matthew   6:9:   
  

  

https://reslife.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a60966d698ef1dd628bf2f195&id=7353715b74&e=17c4e5d0b4


Our   Father   who   art   in   heaven,   hallowed   be   thy   name.     
Thy   kingdom   come.   Thy   will   be   done   on   earth   as   it   is   in   heaven.     
Give   us   this   day   our   daily   bread;   
And   forgive   us   our   debts   as   we   also   have   forgiven   our   debtors;   
And   lead   us   not   into   temptation   but   deliver   us   from   evil.   
  

  
When   we   understand   the   power   of   prayer,   it   will   be   a   natural   desire   of   ours   to   do   so   with   our   Father   as   
often   as   we   can.   Our   focus   will   be   pulled   off   of   ourselves   in   prayer   and   turned   to   thanksgiving   to   our   
Creator.   Imagine   the   joy   that   the   Father   gets   when   we   turn   to   him   with   excitement   and   thankfulness   for   
what   He   has   blessed   us   with.   
  

For   more   on   effective   prayer,   check   out   this   short   video: https://youtu.be/V635ihhOh8k  
  
  

Key   Verses:     
  

Genesis   5:21-24   •   Philippians   3:10   •   Ephesians   1:11   •   James   5:16-18   
  
  

   DAILY   APPLICATION      
  

A   huge   part   of   prayer   is   turning   the   focus   away   from   selfish   ambition   and   placing   our   attention   where   it   
belongs,   on   God   and   His   kingdom.   Changing   our   prayer   mindset   from   routine   and   chore   to   the   privilege   of   
being   able   to   honor   the   Creator   will   cause   us   to   see   things   from   His   perspective.   It’s   from   that   view   that   
we   can   truly   see   the   circumstances   we   are   in,   for   what   they   really   are,   and   do   what   needs   to   be   done.   The   
book   of   Philippians   tells   us   not   to   worry   about   anything,   but   to   pray   about   everything   with   thanksgiving.     
  

This   week,   rather   than   praying   from   a   place   of   requests,   take   time   to   thank   God   for   the   things   He   has   
provided   for   you,   how   He   has   shown   up   in   time   of   need,   and   the   ways   He   has   remained   faithful   to   you.   
Challenge   yourself   to   do   so   with   a   posture   of   thankfulness.   Get   out   of   your   comfort   zone.   This   could   look   
like   raising   your   hands,   singing   your   thanks,   writing   it   all   down   to   read   throughout   the   day,   going   on   a   walk   
and   saying   out   loud   all   He   has   done   and   is   doing   in   the   world   today.   God   is   so   good   and   we   can   never   
thank   Him   enough.     
  
  

   THIS   WEEK’S   DECLARATIONS     
  

“I   declare   today   that   God   is   in   control.   I   remind   myself   that   He   is   worth   my   time,   He   is   worth   my   attention,   
and   He   is   worth   my   prayer   and   praise.   Father,   I   turn   my   attention   to   you   and   I   thank   you   for   remaining   so   
faithful.   I   recognize   that   you   desire   connection   with   me   and   I   desire   that   as   well.   Today   and   this   week   I   
invite   you   into   my   family,   work,   and   decisions.   Lead   me   in   the   way   that   I   should   go   to   build   your   kingdom,   
in   Jesus’   name!”   
  
  
  
  
  
  

https://youtu.be/V635ihhOh8k


   WHAT’S   NEXT?   
  

Now   it’s   time   to   write   down   anything   that   the   Lord   has   spoken   to   you.   Praise   Him,   Thank   Him   and   ask   the   
Holy   Spirit   to   help   you   walk   this   out.   
  

  
  

If   hearing   God   or   anything   mentioned   in   this   study   is   new   to   you   then   we   invite   you   to   take   the   Next   Step.   
Further   information   can   be   found   at    reslife.org/ nextsteps   

http://www.reslife.org/growthtrack
http://reslife.org/nextsteps/

