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SERMON DATE • AUGUST 15, 2021 Missed the sermon? Watch here.

PASTOR DUANE VANDER KLOK

This guide is designed to offer a simple tool for those wanting to take the next step with Sunday’s
message. You can print this guide to study on your own, or use it in a group and experience
transformation together.

MESSAGE THEME & PRAYER FOCUS

What Happens When You Die?

“Father, thank you for your love. Give me ears to hear and a heart to receive the truth that you have for me
in this message. Fill me with your light, your life, and your love to dispel whatever darkness or death that I
might encounter as I continue to live all of my days for you. Strengthen and carry me Father, in Jesus’
name. Amen!”

KEY CONCEPTS/TRUTHS

God formed us in His likeness and gave us His Spirit of life, a soul that does not die, and our earthly body.
We are a spirit, we have a soul--our mind-- and we live inside of a body.

When we stay in a “spirit, soul, body” mentality, it will help us have a proper Heavenly perspective of
ourselves and of the world around us.

The world’s perspective of man only recognizes a body and a soul, but the Bible calls our spirit the hidden
man of the heart.

Doing something like going to space requires a space suit. In the same way, living on earth requires us to
have our body--our earth suit. Taking care of it is important.

As long as we have our body, our spirit remains here, but once a believer’s body is gone, their spirit is
carried by angels to be with the Lord.

Death is an enemy that takes our body, but our spirit cannot die, nor can it grow old.

https://reslife.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a60966d698ef1dd628bf2f195&id=7353715b74&e=17c4e5d0b4


Death is when your spirit steps out of your body. The act of stepping out does not make you any less
yourself. We are just as much alive, if not even more alive, because we will have been purified.

When we die and go to Heaven, we will be gathered to our people, our friends, and family.

When Jesus went to the cross, God put all of our unrighteousness on Him, and put all of His
righteousness on us. With that righteousness, which we have right now, we will spend all eternity in God’s
presence.

When a believer dies, we may grieve, but that person is blessed, made whole, and living with God in
Heaven.
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DAILY APPLICATION

Death is an enemy, and it is so often difficult to speak of. We avoid talking about difficult things, but in
doing so we miss out on an enormous opportunity to bring God’s life into the situation.

When someone close to us dies, or a loved one is going through a difficult time, we can point them to the
life that the situation needs--Jesus. We don’t do this by cramming things down their throat or getting them
to move on from grief prematurely. It’s healthy to grieve loss, and it’s healthy to be there for someone in
their grief. But we can be the constant light and love of Jesus to them in that situation and help carry
them when they feel weak.

When people experience the selfless love of Christ, it does something inside of them. Whether or not
someone is a believer, they need Jesus and all that He is.

Can we take some time this week to be Jesus to a lost and hurting world?

There are people in the world dying for Christ. There are people in the world who have no idea who they
are and are longing for a sense of identity and stability in anything they can get their hands on that feels
safe. Jesus wants to love those people. Before we think of clever things to say and try to convince people
of what they should know and how they should live, can we first consider how Jesus would love them?
How would Jesus speak to them? How would Jesus restore them?

Ask Jesus to use you this week in a way that stretches you into taking a next step in who He has called
you to be. Offer your hand to someone in need. Whether it’s a death or some other difficult situation that
they are in the middle of experiencing. Offer them a helping hand, a loving heart, and a listening ear. Love
them well with Christ’s love. It will point them to Him.



THIS WEEK’S DECLARATIONS

“I am loved by God. I was formed in His likeness with a spirit, soul, and body. I choose to bless and glorify
God with who He created me to be all the days of my life. Because Jesus went to the cross, all of my
unrighteousness was taken on by Him, and all of His righteousness was put on me. I walk in that
righteousness daily. I live for God in all that I do, and I do not fear death nor what it brings. I recognize the
experience of death is an opportunity to shine the light of Christ. I recognize each of those opportunities
is a moment to show Christ’s love, His grace, and bring glory to His name. I continue to listen to what the
Holy Spirit has for me in each moment as He leads and guides me into all truth, in Jesus’ name!”

WHAT’S NEXT?

Now it’s time to write down anything that the Lord has spoken to you. Praise Him, Thank Him and ask the
Holy Spirit to help you walk this out.

If hearing God or anything mentioned in this study is new to you then we invite you to take the Next Step.
Further information can be found at reslife.org/nextsteps
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