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SERMON DATE • JULY 4, 2021 Missed the sermon? Watch here.

PASTOR JAKE BLAUWKAMP

This guide is designed to offer a simple tool for those wanting to take the next step with Sunday’s
message. You can print this guide to study on your own, or use it in a group and experience
transformation together.

MESSAGE THEME & PRAYER FOCUS

God Is Bigger Than Our Box

“Father God, help me to see you for who you really are and not based on any of my own limited
understanding or lenses. Holy Spirit, lead me into all truth, and reveal to me how you’re moving around me
that I might partner with what you’re doing. Strengthen me to live fully submitted to you in worship. In
Jesus’ name, Amen!”

KEY CONCEPTS/TRUTHS

We tend to put limits and borders on how much influence God has in our lives by giving Him a few
minutes in prayer or Bible reading here and there.

God desires a nonstop connection with His children and interaction throughout the day because He loves
us.

God is bigger than the box of our comfort, experiences, and current beliefs of Him.

It can be easy for us to miss how God is working, simply due to the lenses of experience that we limit
ourselves to see Him through.

God is not only at church for an hour a week. He is constantly all around us, working, and speaking to us.

Once we realize that God is trying to get our attention and connect with us, we’ll start noticing Him for
who He is more often. It’s then that we can catch every bit of the grace, love, favor, mercy, and truth that
He has for us.

https://reslife.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a60966d698ef1dd628bf2f195&id=7353715b74&e=17c4e5d0b4


Even when Jesus came, people were expecting a certain type of Messiah and He was ultimately rejected.
They weren’t looking for a humble carpenter, they were looking for a revolutionary, charged, and
conquering champion.

Jesus did not come to meet the expectations of man, He came to cause us to see and think differently in
order to receive the everlasting life that He has for us.

Jesus came to break down our boxes. He worked miracles outside of the typically expected setting,
circumstance, and person to show that God is anywhere and everywhere waiting for us to notice and
participate in what He is doing.

God never guilts us into worship and following Him. He does, however, have our best interests at heart
and knows better than we do.

God’s life for us is so much more than our secular or religious checklists. We can be filled with the Holy
Spirit and adopt a whole new way of living with Him as our source. Receiving everything we need, by just
asking.

God is calling us to allow Him into every area of our lives so that we can receive the fullness of His life,
bring glory to Him, and show others how to do the same.

Key Verses:

Psalms 139:7-10 • Acts 1:6 • Romans 12:1 • 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 • Matthew 4:17

Which one truth do you already have evidence of in your life today? Ask the Lord for new ways to see even
more of it for you and others around you. Write your answers out.

Which one truth is the most challenging or least existing in your life today? Why do you think this is? Ask
the Lord if there are any beliefs or barriers that are keeping you from believing that particular truth. Write it
out.

DAILY APPLICATION

God wants out of our boxes.

Not that He was ever actually contained by them in the first place, but He desires to have us fully know
Him and be with Him every moment of our lives, living in the freedom that He so willingly died for and
gave us. We can’t experience God and His life fully if we don’t know God. We can’t know Him when we
think we have Him all figured out, neat and tidy, based on our own schedule with our limited mindset. He’s
the creator of the universe. He’s a timeless God that is outside of our human limitations, let alone our
simple boxes of tradition and convenience.



What is God doing in our lives that we are missing because of how we currently see Him? Take a moment
to ask Him that in prayer. He longs to be involved in every part of our lives, but He won’t be until we allow
ourselves to look at Him outside of the box that we try to fit Him in. It’s only then that we can follow Him
into what He has for us.

Bible reading, prayer, and church going are all very good things and need to be elements of our Christian
life, but they aren’t the totality of it. We do these things to center our hearts and minds on Christ so that as
we go about our day we can remain plugged into Him and naturally live and flow from the life that He has
put inside of us.

God is not a respecter of our compartments. Our religious checklists cannot accomplish what God
Himself can when we submit to Him and allow Him full access to our lives. When we open our lives fully
to God, we’ll begin to see Him and what He is doing everywhere. God’s influence on humanity is in us, and
it’s for us to influence the world out of our connection to Him.

THIS WEEK’S DECLARATIONS

“I let God out of the box I have created for Him, and I refuse to put limitations on my God, stifling what He
is doing in and around me. I have God’s Holy Spirit inside of me and I accept His new way of life with Him
as my source of truth and power. I rely on God’s Holy Spirit and His Word to show me the way that I
should go, and I look to see His Word coming alive around me. I look to see what God is doing in my life
and I partner with what He wants to do in other’s lives as well. I will be used in mighty ways to influence
this world for God’s Kingdom as I continue to worship and submit myself to Him, in Jesus’ name!”

WHAT’S NEXT?

Now it’s time to write down anything that the Lord has spoken to you. Praise Him, Thank Him and ask the
Holy Spirit to help you walk this out.

If hearing God or anything mentioned in this study is new to you then we invite you to take the Next Step.
Further information can be found at reslife.org/nextsteps

http://www.reslife.org/growthtrack
http://reslife.org/nextsteps/

