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SERMON DATE • JUNE 20, 2021 Missed the sermon? Watch here.

PASTOR DUANE VANDER KLOK

This guide is designed to offer a simple tool for those wanting to take the next step with Sunday’s
message. You can print this guide to study on your own, or use it in a group and experience
transformation together.

MESSAGE THEME & PRAYER FOCUS

Relational Authority

“Father, thank you for blessing me richly with your Spirit. Thank you for empowering me to be a shining
example of your grace, truth, and love to those around me and for leading me according to your plan for
my life. Continue to keep me in alignment with your Word and the thoughts and plans that you have for my
future. I love you, Lord, and I dedicate myself to your will in Jesus’ name. Amen!”

KEY CONCEPTS/TRUTHS

The greatest gift we can leave behind, with our children and the world, is the example of our faith.

We have the authority to cover our children and those around us in prayer.

We can have plans for life and for our family, but we should also recognize that God has plans as well.

Being in God’s hands is the most secure place to be, allowing Him to lead us along the plan that He has
for us.

When we put the Kingdom of God first in our lives, it speaks volumes to those around us and those that
come after us following our example.

As we put the Kingdom first, we can expect that all other things in our lives will be added and taken care
of through God’s orchestration.

Our compromises will be our children’s norms. The things we spend time on and the things we do will
impact our family dynamic.

https://reslife.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a60966d698ef1dd628bf2f195&id=7353715b74&e=17c4e5d0b4


When we pray for something or someone, we should also remain open to being a part of God’s answer for
that need. There is always a reason God has laid something on our heart.

We cancel the devil’s decisions with our tongue. Death and life are in the power of our tongues, and
angels are activated by what we do and say.

We are either using our words effectively, or wasting the incredible opportunity to affect the world for the
Kingdom.

Jesus taught His disciples to always pray and never give up. We can trust that our prayers are absolutely
heard and will be answered by God in His timing.

God is for us. Even though we might feel abandoned in things or in the midst of waiting to see our prayers
answered, God is working everything for the good.

Key Verses:

Psalms 101:2-4 • Genesis 18:19 • 2 Timothy 1:5 • 1 Samuel 12:23 • Isaiah 54:17 • Psalms 91:10-11 •
Matthew 6:33 • Luke 15:17-19 • Numbers 6:23-26 • 2 Corinthians 4:4 • Matthew 18:18 • Psalms 56:9

Which one truth do you already have evidence of in your life today? Ask the Lord for new ways to see even
more of it for you and others around you. Write your answers out.

Which one truth is the most challenging or least existing in your life today? Why do you think this is? Ask
the Lord if there are any beliefs or barriers that are keeping you from believing that particular truth. Write it
out.

DAILY APPLICATION

The saying, “Our compromises will be our children’s norms”, is so true. The things we model to those
around us really do become a form of reality for them. So what do we do when we find ourselves in a
position where we have either been compromising and taking the easy road, or simply not taking
advantage of the time that we have to raise our families and lead our loved ones according to God’s
Word?

It can be tempting for us to ignore our responsibility and just hope that our loved ones end up going in the
way they should, thinking “God will straighten them out”, but that is not what He asks of us. As citizens of
a new kingdom we are called to open our mouths, speak, and to lead by example. We have an obligation
to use our relational authority to speak blessing, peace, and life into the lives of those around us.

If we find ourselves not doing those things, our first step is simple--just start speaking. The most
rewarding journeys always begin with a first step. Talk about the things of God in your life and engage
with each other concerning them. The most fulfilling relationships are the ones infused with Christ.



Is there a relationship with a child, sibling, or other family member that God is putting on your heart to
begin leading in a Godly manner?

Take some time this week in prayer to ask Him to show you how you can submit that relationship to Him.
Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you through His plan for that relationship. Acknowledge Him in it, He will make
your path straight, and your way will be blessed because of it.

THIS WEEK’S DECLARATIONS

“I am done compromising my principles, my time, and my relationships. I submit them to God and His will
for them. My family and friends will see God’s presence as the norm in my life because I choose to live as
a Godly example. I speak God’s words over those that He has entrusted to me. I put Him and His Kingdom
first in my life and I know that all else will be added and orchestrated according to His plan for me. I know
He has good thoughts toward me, a masterful plan for my life, and I am willing to go where He will lead
me by His Spirit, in Jesus’ name!”

WHAT’S NEXT?

Now it’s time to write down anything that the Lord has spoken to you. Praise Him, Thank Him and ask the
Holy Spirit to help you walk this out.

If hearing God or anything mentioned in this study is new to you then we invite you to take the Next Step.
Further information can be found at reslife.org/nextsteps

http://www.reslife.org/growthtrack
http://reslife.org/nextsteps/

