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SERMON   DATE   •   APRIL   25,   2021 Missed   the   sermon?   Watch     here.   

PASTOR   JAKE   BLAUWKAMP   

  

This   guide   is   designed   to   offer   a   simple   tool   for   those   wanting   to   take   the   next   step   with   Sunday’s   
message.   You   can   print   this   guide   to   study   on   your   own,   or   use   it   in   a   group   and   experience   
transformation   together.   

  
  

   MESSAGE   THEME   &   PRAYER   FOCUS     
  

Social   Ladders   Of   Success   

“Father,   thank   you   for   your   truth   in   this   message.   Help   me   to   see   how   you’ve   been   weaving   its   thread   
through   my   life   already,   and   teach   me   to   follow   it   further.   I   praise   you   for   your   goodness,   your   sovereignty,   
and   your   grace.   Search   my   heart   Lord,   and   if   there   are   any   preconceived   ways   or   ideas,   about   you,   in   me   
that   are   wrong,   then   I   ask   you   to   replace   them   with   a   fresh   perspective   of   you   and   your   truth.   I   love   you,   
Lord.   Holy   Spirit,   thank   you   for   leading   and   guiding   me   into   all   truth   in   Jesus’   name.   Amen!”   
  
  

   KEY   CONCEPTS/TRUTHS     
  

“We   may   spend   our   whole   life   climbing   the   ladder   of   success,   only   to   find   out   it   was   leaning   up   against   the   
wrong   wall.”   -Thomas   Merton   
  

If   the   desire   to   be   significant   is   the   main   driving   factor   in   our   lives,   social   ladders   will   undoubtedly   seduce   
us   away   from   Christ.   
  

In   Philippians,   we   can   see   from   Paul’s   life   that   the   pursuit   of   greatness   and   accolades   will   leave   us   empty   
because   they   aren’t   founded   in   Christ   and   obedience   to   Him.   
  

The   ladders   we   climb   of   wealth,   sex,   promotion,   and   even   personal   “Christian   fame”   all   lead   to   nowhere.   
We   need   to   let   the   Holy   Spirit   search   our   hearts   to   bring   to   light   any   desires   of   that   climb,   replacing   it   with   
a   true   love   and   desire   for   Christ.   
  

Real   happiness   doesn’t   come   from   the   external   pursuit   of   “things”   in   our   lives.   It   comes   from   an   intimate   
knowing   of   Christ   and   becoming   one   with   God.   
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Just   because   our   idols   and   ladders   have   something   to   do   with   Christianity--being   a   pastor,   leading   the   
worship   team,   or   some   other   church   leadership   position--doesn’t   mean   they   are   any   less   wrong.   They’re   
simply   packaged   differently.   If   it   isn’t   obedience   to   Christ   in   our   lives,   it   will   produce   death   in   us.   
  

Paul   hated   Jesus   before   his   own   conversion,   yet   loved   God.   He   knew   all   the   scripture   and   Biblical   truth   
that   a   top   religious   leader   in   his   day   could.   There   is   clearly   a   wrong   way   of   knowing   that   brings   death,   and   
that   was   what   drove   Paul.   
  

Everything   that   used   to   define   us   was   really   destroying   us   before   Jesus   transformed   us.   
  

Paul   wasn’t   looking   to   fix   himself,   get   things   in   order,   or   be   a   better   God-follower   and   yet   Jesus   met   him   
and   radically   changed   his   life.     
  

Giving   our   allegiance   to   Jesus   instead   of   our   own   personal   pursuits   will   have   us   living   the   way   we   were   
designed--free   and   advancing   His   Kingdom.   
  

Greatness   isn’t   about   how   many   people   serve   us,   it’s   about   how   many   people   we   serve.   
  
  

Key   Verses:     
Philippians   3:2-11   •   Acts   9:1-6   •   Matthew   20:27-28   •   Colossians   3:17   
  

Which   one   truth   do   you   already   have   evidence   of   in   your   life   today?   Ask   the   Lord   for   new   ways   to   see   
even   more   of   it   for   you   and   others   around   you.   Write   your   answers   out.     
  

Which   one   truth   is   the   most   challenging   or   least   existing   in   your   life   today?   Why   do   you   think   this   is?   
Ask   the   Lord   if   there   are   any   beliefs   or   barriers   that   are   keeping   you   from   believing   that   particular   truth.   
Write   it   out.   
  
  

   DAILY   APPLICATION      
 
What   does   it   look   like   to   be   a   disciple   of   Jesus   to   someone   else   (to   be   an   Ananias   to   a   Paul)?     
  

When   following   Jesus,   a   lot   of   times   we   get   hung   up   on   what   people   may   think   of   us,   or   even   what   we   
think   about   ourselves.   But   what   would   it   look   like   to   see   ourselves   as   Christ   sees   us,   allowing   others   to   
experience   the   disciple   of   Christ   that   we   are?   When   Ananias   did,   it   flipped   Paul’s   world   upside   down   and   
equipped   him   to   serve   the   Lord   by   removing   his   blindness.   It   all   came   out   of   Ananias’s   obedience   to   the   
Holy   Spirit.   All   of   that,   though,   requires   us   to   first   be   a   disciple   of   Jesus   submitting   our   own   will,   ability,   
and   ambition   to   Christ.   
  

Meeting   Jesus   and   truly   following   His   way   causes   a   shift   to   take   place   in   our   hearts.   The   things   we   were   
once   serving   and   enslaved   to--our   dreams   and   personal   pursuits--now   serve   us   in   the   Kingdom.   The   
perfectionism,   the   insecurity,   and   the   need   for   more   can   all   turn   to   reliance   upon   the   only   One   who   can   
perfectly   provide   that   security:   Christ.   We   were   created   to   be   His   disciples,   to   follow,   and   rely   on   Him.     
  



When   we   allow   ourselves   to   truly   be   His   disciples,   others   will   be   able   to   see   the   disciple   in   us   which   
ultimately   points   them   to   Christ   and   His   salvation,   love,   and   grace.     
  

Something   you   can   do   every   single   day;   ask   the   Holy   Spirit   to   show   you   how,   in   your   own   circle   of   
influence,   you   can   best   show   your   discipleship   of   Jesus   to   others   so   that   He   is   glorified.   Just   listen,   and   
then   follow.   You’ll   change   your   world   one   obedient   step   at   a   time.   
  
  

   THIS   WEEK’S   DECLARATIONS     
  

I   am   a   disciple   of   Jesus   Christ.   I   no   longer   hold   on   to   my   own,   or   the   world’s,   definition   of   success.   True   
success   is   being   who   God   created   me   to   be   and   doing   what   He   has   called   me   to   do.   I   place   my   trust   in   
God’s   perfect   will   and   accept   that   it   isn’t   me   who   has   all   the   answers.   I   listen   for   the   Holy   Spirit’s   guidance   
into   all   truth   and   I   stand   on   the   Word   of   God   as   my   rock   and   support.   As   I   do,   I   know   that   I   will   be   able   to   
weather   all   the   storms   of   the   enemy   and   that   I   will   be   bringing   God’s   glory   and   Holy   Spirit   with   me   
everywhere   I   go   to   reach   the   world   in   Jesus’   name!   
  

   WHAT’S   NEXT?   
  

Now   it’s   time   to   write   down   anything   that   the   Lord   has   spoken   to   you.   Praise   Him,   Thank   Him   and   ask   the   
Holy   Spirit   to   help   you   walk   this   out.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

 
  

If   hearing   God   or   anything   mentioned   in   this   study   is   new   to   you   then   we   invite   you   to   take   the   Next   Step.   
Further   information   can   be   found   at    reslife.org/ nextsteps   
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