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SERMON   DATE   •   APRIL   18,   2021 Missed   the   sermon?   Watch     here.   

PASTOR   DUANE   

  

This   guide   is   designed   to   offer   a   simple   tool   for   those   wanting   to   take   the   next   step   with   Sunday’s   
message.   You   can   print   this   guide   to   study   on   your   own,   or   use   it   in   a   group   and   experience   
transformation   together.   

  
  

   MESSAGE   THEME   &   PRAYER   FOCUS     
  

What   Is   Christianity?   
  

“Father,   give   me   ears   to   hear   the   truth   that   you   have   for   me   in   this   message.   Help   me   to   let   this   truth   sink   
deep   into   my   heart   and   change   the   way   I   think,   believe,   and   act.   Thank   you   for   your   Word,   your   grace,   and   
the   life   that   I   have   through   Jesus’   sacrifice.   I   love   you   Lord.   May   your   Kingdom   come   and   your   will   be   
done,   on   Earth   as   it   is   in   Heaven,   in   Jesus’   name.   Amen!”   
  
  

   KEY   CONCEPTS/TRUTHS     
  

When   it   comes   to   our   relationship   with   God,   everything   else   needs   to   be   secondary.   With   Jesus,   it   is   all   or   
nothing.   
  

Christianity   is   not   limited   to   the   realm   of   ideas   and   thoughts   like   philosophy.   It   is   based   on   real   actions   
taken   by   Jesus.   Our   Christian   worldview   should   influence   the   world   around   us   through   our   actions.  
  

Unless   you’re   born   again   you   won’t   understand   the   Kingdom   of   God   and   will   only   see   it   as   a   religion   or   set   
of   rules   and   regulations.   
  

To   be   “saved”   is   to   accept   citizenship   of   God’s   Kingdom   and   to   change   the   Lord,   or   king,   of   your   life.   
  

Christianity   changes   who   you   are,   who   you   belong   to,   and   what   you   live   for.   It   is   a   Kingdom,   and   Jesus   
taught   us   to   pray   for   it   to   be   established   on   Earth   as   it   is   in   Heaven.   
  

God’s   Kingdom   is   not   about   dying   and   going   somewhere   else,   it   is   about   living   now   with   Jesus   as   the   Lord   
of   our   lives.   
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Jesus   preached   repentance--that   we   would   change   the   way   we   think,   which   changes   the   way   we   
live--because   the   Kingdom   of   God   is   here.   
  

The   Kingdom   is   here,   and   the   Kingdom   is   coming.   It   is   within   us   as   we   go   to   our   schools,   our   jobs,   and   go   
through   our   daily   routine.   We   are   ambassadors   for   it,   and   should   live   as   such.   
  

The   devil   is   the   god   of   this   world   and   he   is   the   reason   there   is   war,   prejudice,   sickness,   and   suffering   
because   it   is   his   temporary   domain.  
  

God   is   not   trying   to   get   you   into   Heaven,   He   is   trying   to   get   Heaven   into   you   now.   
  

Enthusiasm   for   the   Kingdom   is   good,   but   it   isn’t   a   guarantee   for   lasting   change.   
  

We   can   receive   the   Word   of   God   and   be   offended   by   it,   or   tempted   away   from   it   by   the   devil,   preventing   it   
from   growing   in   our   lives.   We   should   give   special   attention   to   our   hearts   to   make   sure   we   can   receive   
God’s   truth   as   fertile   soil   receives   seeds   and   produces   great   things.   
  

The   Kingdom   is   not   simply   about   you,   Jesus,   and   half   a   dozen   butler   angels   to   get   you   everything   you   
need.   The   Kingdom   is   about   every   one   of   us   that   makes   Jesus   the   Lord   of   our   lives.   
  
  

Key   Verses:     
Luke   14:26   •   Acts   2:37   •   Mark   1:15   •   Luke   1:32-33   •   Matthew   4:17   •   Luke   22:29   •   John   3:3   • Psalm   110:5-6 
•   Romans   10:9   •   Colossians   1:13   •   Matthew   13:19   •   Matthew   24:14   
  

Which   one   truth   do   you   already   have   evidence   of   in   your   life   today?   Ask   the   Lord   for   new   ways   to   see   
even   more   of   it   for   you   and   others   around   you.   Write   your   answers   out.     
  

Which   one   truth   is   the   most   challenging   or   least   existing   in   your   life   today?   Why   do   you   think   this   is?   
Ask   the   Lord   if   there   are   any   beliefs   or   barriers   that   are   keeping   you   from   believing   that   particular   truth.   
Write   it   out.   
  
  

   DAILY   APPLICATION      
 
Anytime   we   lose   God’s   Kingdom-perspective   of   this   world   we   can   get   caught   up   in   a   worldly   perspective   
and   be   swept   away,   or   seduced,   by   worldly   things   and   the   business   and   distractions   of   life.   Matthew   says   
that   the   deceitfulness   of   riches   and   the   cares   of   this   world   can   choke   the   effectiveness   of   the   Word   of   
God   in   our   lives.   Keeping   a   right   perspective   of   the   world,   God’s   perspective,   is   paramount   to   living   in   His   
Kingdom   and   receiving   everything   that   comes   along   with   it.   Living   in   complete   restoration   and   salvation   
of   Jesus   is   a   beautiful   thing,   but   it   requires   living   in   His   Kingdom   and   having   Him   be   the   Lord   of   our   lives   
to   experience   all   that   He   has   for   us.   When   we   fully   experience   Jesus’   salvation   and   restoration   for   us,   we   
can   express   it   to   others   through   our   testimony.   We   get   to   share   that   Kingdom   with   others   so   that   they   can   
experience   His   life   also.   
  

Many   times   people   fall   short   of   understanding   the   Kingdom   because   they   are   focusing   on   the   wrong   
things.     



  
The   blessings   of   God   can   be   chased   as   the   reason   to   follow   Him,   or   a   “rules   and   regulations”   mindset   can   
take   hold,   keeping   us   from   having   a   true   understanding   of   the   Kingdom.   While   it’s   true   that   God   blesses   us   
richly   and   He   wants   us   to   enjoy   that   blessing,   His   desire   isn’t   for   us   to   pursue   the   blessing,   rather   He   
wants   us   to   pursue   the   blesser--Himself.   When   we   focus   on   His   Kingdom   and   His   righteousness,   as   
Matthew   6:33   says,   all   of   the   other   things   in   our   life   will   be   orchestrated   around   that   focus.   That   is   when   
we   can   say   that   we   are   truly   living   in   His   Kingdom   and   that   He   is   the   Lord   of   our   lives.   That   is   when   we   will   
be   living   a   testimony   filled   life   and   be   able   to   help   others   experience   that   life   in   Jesus   as   well.   
  
  

   THIS   WEEK’S   DECLARATIONS     
  

In   Christ,   I   am   a   citizen   of   Heaven,   and   I   receive   all   the   benefits   of   being   a   part   of   that   Kingdom.   I   know   
there   is   healing,   restoration,   grace,   and   authority   as   a   member   of   God’s   Kingdom.   It   is   His   Word   that   I   
stand   on   to   receive   those   promises   in   my   life.   I   adopt   a   Kingdom   mindset   and   perspective   of   the   world   
and   those   around   me.   I   look   through   the   eyes   of   Christ   and   see   what   He   would   have   me   see   so   that   I   can   
walk   in   the   Spirit   and   follow   His   lead.   In   doing   so,   I   will   show   God’s   love   to   the   world   and   bring   others   into   
an   encounter   of   His   Kingdom.   
  
  

   WHAT’S   NEXT?   
  

Now   it’s   time   to   write   down   anything   that   the   Lord   has   spoken   to   you.   Praise   Him,   Thank   Him   and   ask   the   
Holy   Spirit   to   help   you   walk   this   out.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

 
  

If   hearing   God   or   anything   mentioned   in   this   study   is   new   to   you   then   we   invite   you   to   take   the   Next   Step.   
Further   information   can   be   found   at    reslife.org/ nextsteps   

http://www.reslife.org/growthtrack
http://reslife.org/nextsteps/

